is most strongly regretted and condemned by the Government of
the German Reich, has through no fault of ours further disturbed
the political situation in Europe, which was already unstable.
It is, therefore, my wish to contribute if possible to a relaxation
of tension in the general situation, and particularly to see the relation-
ship to the German-Austrian State, which for some time has been
troubled, brought back into normal and friendly channels.
For this reason, dear Herr von Papen, I request you to accept
this important task, for since our collaboration in the Cabinet you
have possessed, and still possess, my fullest and most unrestricted
trust.
I have therefore proposed to the President of the Reich that
you shall be appointed for a limited period, and as a special mission,
to the post of German Minister in Vienna, retiring from the Reichs
Cabinet and being relieved of your office as Commissioner for the
Saar. In this post you will be directly subordinate to myself.
Thanking you again to-day for all that you once did to bring
together the Government of National uprising, and since then in
common with us, for Germany.
I am, yours very sincerely
ADOLF HITLER.
It will be noticed that Herr Hitler was at pains to dis-
claim all knowledge of or participation in the July outrage
in which Dollfuss lost his life, but it cannot pass without
comment that Planetta and Holzweber, both of whom were
shot in company with a number of others, after being found
guilty of the assassination of Dollfuss by an Austrian
tribunal, were lauded as heroes after the Anschluss and since
have been added to the list of National Socialist martyrs
in the Nazi calendar.
Paul von Hindenburg, dying at Neudeck, sent his friend
a brief note, in which is neither hypocrisy nor verbosity.
*' If I send you now to Vienna as diplomatic representative of the
Reich, it is in the sincere hope that you will succeed in establishing
normal and friendly relations with our kinsmen, the Austrian people.
My best wishes accompany you for the performance of this respon-
sible duty."
Eight days later he was dead. This letter to von Papen
was probably the last document by the aged Field-Marshal;
on 2 Augus^" Papa " Hindenburg, as he was affectionately
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